Rocky Mountain Region Monthly Safety Briefing

August 28, 2004

by Capt Larry Burch, RMR Safety Officer

1.  Winter is coming!   That’s my forecast.  Many of you know that I’m a meteorologist for the FAA and National Weather Service, but you don’t have to be a meteorologist to make this forecast, you just need to look at the calendar.  Winter comes quick to the Rocky Mountain states, especially Montana.  It time to check our survival gear and equipment for our CAP vehicles and aircraft, as well as our own personal vehicles and planes.

Winter brings cold, ice, and snow.  It also brings lower clouds, fog, and our beautiful mountains become obscured.  The first winter storm often surprise cross country pilots, who find out that a airplane’s propeller will not bore a adequate size hole to fly through the mountain.   Thus our CAP crews are called out to find these lost souls.  Make sure your air and ground crews are ready for winter searches.  Night currency for pilots is a hard thing to maintain over the summer flying season.  Mission Pilots should look at their log books, and ask themselves if they are legal to fly at night, and more importantly are they “proficient” in night flight.

2.  The National CAP Safety web site has two excellent PowerPoint presentations that should be viewed by all, especially pilots and unit safety officers.   The first one is titled, NM Wing/CC Briefs June 04 Las Cruces Aircraft Accident to National Board.  Col. Frank Buethe presented this briefing of the investigation findings at the August 2004 National Board in Tampa.   Wow, there are screaming messages within this presentation. 

The Mission Pilot banked the aircraft after departure and unknowingly entered a very gradual rate of descent, impacting the ground after turning 120 degrees in an almost flat attitude (10 degrees right wing down).  How come?  It was night, and the pilot lost all visual reference to the runway environment, and had no visual horizon (black hole departure), and no effective instrument lighting!  The pilot was using a flashlight to see the attitude indicator.  Why?  The plane had history of electrical squawks.  The squadron had a culture of carrying the squawks till the 100 hour to save money.  I hope you are seeing the “chain of events” leading up to this accident, and I hope you will view the entire presentation.

To quote from one of the slides, “CAP should set the highest standards for maintenance.  Aircrew members should expect fully operational aircraft.  Otherwise, the mission will suffer and aircraft/aircrews lost!” 




The second PowerPoint presentation addresses CAP mishap trend for FY2004.  This presentation contains excellent briefing material that can be shared at unit safety meetings and posted on safety bulletin boards. 


3.  I recently saw some disturbing statistics regarding the FAA Pilot Proficiency Program (Wings).  The national average for pilots completing a phase of the program this year is 3%.  Rocky mountain states averaged less than 2%.  The FAA is looking hard at getting more participation in this great program, which satisfies the FAA requirement for a Flight Review (a.k.a., BFR).  Statistics show that pilots who participate in this program have fewer accidents.  Lets beat the drums and blow the horns to get all our pilots active in this valuable program.  


4.  The Labor Day Holiday weekend is fast approaching.  Drive, fly, and play safe!  Let’s end the summer without a bang (crash!).

